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In some instances the lys is struck over the sun, showing
that it displaced the latter, and there can be no doubt as
to its being used at York, while both the sun and crown
were in use at other mints. Although groats with the
sun mint-mark are not very uncommon, half-groats are
rare. One is mentioned in Num. Cliron., N.S., Vol. II.
p. 149, from a find near Bury St. Edmunds about 1862,
and is there described as being much worn; and another
is in the collection of Mr. Pox. They are not described
by Hawkins. The York pennies of this period, which I
consider to be from the Royal mint, afford further proof
that the open quatrefoil in the centre of the reverse cross
is, as I have previously suggested, a mark that had
become numismatically identified with the City, and not
specially with the Archiepiscopal mint as has usually been
assumed. Groats, half-groats, pennies, and halfpennies
are found having the lys mint-mark in combination with
trefoils at the sides of the king's bust. There can be no
reason for separating the pennies from the other coins,
although they have the quatrefoil on the reverse, seeing
that there are exactly similar pennies with the lys mint-
mark which, instead of the trefoils by the king's bust,
have the usual archiepiscopal mark of Archbishop George
Nevill [see PL XV. 6, 9], The halfpennies to which I
have just referred are not mentioned by Hawkins or any
previous writer, but several are now known, although
they are extremely rare [PL XV. 10]. All appear to be
of this period, and have the lys mint-mark and trefoils
at the sides of the bust, which would seem to place them
at the latter part of the period when the sun and crown
were in use elsewhere, or possibly slightly later still.
As in the case of Bristol, I believe that the York coins
with trefoils instead of quatrefoils at the side of the